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| Mouth of all his Prophets. Noah to the old 4 

Lot to Sodom, Moſes to Egypt, Prophets in their ſeveral 
Generations to Iſrael. and Judab, John the Baptiſt to 
Prepare the way for Chriſt, with a Sermon of that Sub- 
ject, and Chriſt himſelf and all his Apoſtles preach'd, 
that men ſhould reform and amend their Lives. The 
ſubject they were enjoyn'd to Preach on, was not of cu- 
r10us and nice matters, but of ſuch only as were profits- 


ble for the good of Souls. They went out. aud NN 


t at men ſhou d Repent, That we at this time eſpecially 
may be ſtirred up to ſo great and neceſſary a duty, I will 
1. Shew, how joyful and well pleaſing it is to God, 
that men ſhould come to Repentance. 
21y, Tis acceptable to the Bleſſed Angels. 
3ly. Tis grateful to the Penitent himſelf 
Aly, Offer to your conſideration what great danger 
and unreaſonableneſs there is in impenitency, whether 1 in 


; particular Perſons or in a publick Nation. 


Fly, Shew the great ad , profit, and- benefit 
which Tedound: to both of theſe, by a timely and early 

Repentance. 

_ = Laſtly, Shut up all, with an Exhortation to that ne- 

: neflary ny - F | 


e Preach'd by the 
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I begin with the firſt of theſe, how joyful and well 


pleaſing it is to God that Men ſhou'd come to Repen- 


tance. And 

1. Repentance is highly pleaſing to God, becauſe it 
deſtroys ſin, which of all things is moſt hateful ro him. 
Sin makes a Separation between God and Man, puts a 
Diviſion between the Creator and his Creature, blots out 
Gods Image, defaceth the beauty of the Creation, kindles 
a war between Heaven and Earth, grieves the Holy 


Spirit of God, and ftrengthens the Kingdom of the 


Prince of Darkneſs. Now inen the wicked man turns 
from hw wickedneſs, and dotb that which u lawful and 
right; when the ſinner ceaſeth to do evil, and learneth to 
do well, leading the Remainder of his life in all godli- 
neſs and honeſty, fin in this penitent is then deftroy'd, and 
his Convetſon becomes highly pleaſing to God; For 


hereby God is glorify'd, à Soul faved, and the Grand 


Adverſary of Mankind the Devil, baffled and confounded. 
 aly. Repentance is well pleaſing to God, becauſe it 
turns away his anger, and makes way for mercy,in which, 
of all other things, he moſt delights. This is over all hx 
works, This reioceth againſt judgmem, and in that Pro- 
clamation which he told Moſes, He wou'd make all I 
8 to paſs before him, we find him thus delivering 
imſelf, the Lord, the Lord God merciful and pracions, 
This is the greateſt Jewel in his Crown, and theretore 
when a {inner comes to Repentance 'tis pleaſing to God, 
and gives an occaſion of Joy to him, in that his anger it 
turned away, and mercy is to take place, which of all 
his attribuies he moſt delights in. | | "I 
3ly, Repentance is well pleaſing to God, becauſe it 
fills Heaven with happy Souls, and encreaſeth the number 
of juſt men made perfect. All ſuch as die truly Penitent 


are bleſſed and happy; their Souls at the leaving of thei? 
, raped. 
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baſes become as the Angels in Heaven, and are fellow 
partakers of thoſe pleaſures which are at Gods right hand 
for Evermore. | 

4ly, Repentance is well pleaſing to the whole bleſſed 
and glorious Trinity. God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, do all rejoyce when men break 
off their ſins by Repentance. And 

1. Repentance is pleaſing to God the F ather. The 
Prodigal Son being mov'd with a true and ſerious Repen- 


rance, return'd home after a Life ſpent in luxury and 


profuſeneſs. He aroſe and came to his Father, and ſaid, 
Father ] have ſinned againſt Heaven and before "thee, and 
am mo more worthy to be called thy Son. And preſently 
the Father ſaw him, had compaſſion on him, and ran, 
and fell on his Neck and kiſſed him, the badge of love 
and Reconciliation. For tho? the Sons condition was poor 
and miſerable, his crimes many, his Offences, of a dee 


die, and his Reception into his Father's favour unlikely, 


yet ſo prevalent and well pleaſing was his Repentance, that 


even that brought him into his Fathers favour again, and 
he that ſcarce hoped to be admitted as a Servant, is once 
more owned as a dear Son, Luke 15.22.23,24- The Fa- | 


ther ſaid to bi Servants, bring forth the beſt robe and put 


it on him, and put a Ring on his hand, and ſhoes on his © 


feet, and bring bit her the fated calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and be merry, for this my ſon was dead and is alive 
again: He was loſt and is found. : 

Aly, Repentance has the ſame effect in God the Son. 


Tis a great ſatis faction to him to ſee ſo good effect of his 


paſſion, that his blood was not ſhed in vain, that he was 


born, liv'd,. and dy'd to a good purpoſe, and all that he 
did and ſuffer d for ſuch and ſuch Souls turn to a good ac- 


count. The Repentance of every ſinner is anſwering of 


, Chriſts prayers, the ſatisfaction of his deſires, and the 


reward of his ſufferings. And therefore Repentance is 
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pleafing to God the Son, inaſmuch as that precious blood 


which he ſhed on the Croſs, was not ſhed in vain. 
3ly, Repentance is well pleaſing to God the Holy 
Ghoſt. The Holy Ghoſt in Scripture is ſometimes calld 


Spirit, and all thoſe operations whereby we pleaſe God, 


are term'd fruits of the Earth, Gal. 5.22. Now Repen- 
tance embraceth all the good motions and inſpirations of 


that Holy Spirit, by which means the inſtruments of fin 


are chang'd into his ſanctify'd Members, and his Holy 
Temples. By repentance a penitent ſinner is made the 


Temple of God, in that the Spirit of God dwelleth in bim 


holy unto God. an habitation of God thro' the Spirit. He 
1 joyned to the Lord, one Spirit with him, anew Creature 
in Chrift, and conformed to him. He lives in the Spirit 
and walks in the Spirit, Thus the Spirit of God finding 
it ſelt cheriſhed and kindly uſed, and all its good motions 


and inſpirations gratefully receiv'd, tis matter of joy and 


pleaſure to him. Thus Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
are all hugely pleaſed when men repent and amend their 


lives. Who would not therefore forſake his ſins, renounce 


a wicked life, and ſtedfaſtly propoſe to become a new 
man, to occaſion delight and pleaſure in the ever bleſſed 
Trinity. If their was no other Argument to ſtir us up to 


che duty of Repentance, this, one wou'd think, ſhou'd 


move us to it. And therefore ler us take care to behave 
our ſelves after ſuch a manner, that we commit no: hing 


that ſhall be diſpleaſing to him, but always be doing that 


which ſhall be well pleaſing in his ſight. The bett of us 
may bluſh to think how ofren we have done that which 
has occaſioned grief in the Court ot Heaven. What odi- 
ous ſcents ariſe thither daily from bloody murthers, beaſſly 


uncleanneſſes, and cruel Oppreſſions, which, like the 
blood of Abel, crys aloud to Heaven for Vengeance? 


Eyen fins that grieve the Holy Spirit of God, and cauſe 
| | | navy IVY2]-- - 
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a ſadneſs in the bleſſed Trinity. For fo ſure as Repen- 
trance pleaſeth God and cauſeth joy in Heaven, ſo certain 
it is that ſin continued in, and not repented of, gives oc- 

caſion of grief and ſadneſs to bim. 8 

zly, Repentance is well pleaſing io the Bleſſed Angels. 
There # joy in the preſence of the Angels of God over one 
ſinner that repenteth. "Thoſe tears which run down the 
Cheeks of a true penitent, are the Angels heavenly ban- 
quet. There (hall be more joy in Heaven over one ſinner 
that repents, than over ninety nine juſt perſons that need 
no repentance. But tho? repentance be well pleaſing to the 
Blefled Angels, tho' they are miniſtring ſpirits for our 
good, rejoyce at the converſion of a ſinner, do many 
good offices for the godly on Earth,and be a communion 
between them, yet we are not to think that they interpoſe 
their Merits for us, and therefore we are to perform Re- 
ligious Worſhip to them. This is a fond conceit of the 
Papiſts, the invention of mans Brain, and wants warrant 
from the word of God. See thou do it not, are expreſs 
words in Holy $cripwre, ee. 
 3ly. Repentance is matter of joy tothe penetent him- 
ſelf, O what joy and tranquility of conſcience has that 
man, whoſe eyes are opened, and in whoſe heart by Gods 
Grace a change is wrought, And no wonder that he 1s 
fo pleaſed with himſelf? for being ſenſible that he is with- 
drawn from ſin, and brought back again to God, that 
he who once was a fervent of ſin, and runing headlong 

160 rer, is now a child of God, and making Pro- 
viſion for his immortal Soul; theſe thoughts ſpeak com- 

fortable things to him, and leaves upon his ſoul a ſweet 

- taſte, a pleaſant reliſh. Sr. Auſtin, after his converſion, 
| when he bad repented and began a new life, made this 

fad complaint, I have loved thee too late, O God, O thou 
beautiful Being, I have loved thee too late. He repented 
he had not ſerved God ſooner, that his converſion was 


+5 
fo long delay d, and that he was fo long a beginning to 
be acquainted with God. How ſweet and delightful, O 
Lord, was it made to me preſently to want thoſe pleaſures 
of the world, which before ] doted upon? Thou, O Lord, 
didſt caſt them out of my heart, and didſt thy ſelf enter 


in their place, which I find now to be more ſweet than all 


pleaſures and ſweetneſs it ſelf. Lib.g. Conf. ch. I. 


Thus having ſhewn how joyful and well pleaſing it is 


to Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, that men ſhou'd repent, 
how acceptable to the bleſſed Angels, and how gratefu 
to the Penitent himſelf, I come 
Aly, To offer to your conſideration what great Dan- 
ger and Unreaſonableneſs there is in impenitency, whe- 
ther in particular Perſons, or in a publick Nation. And 
1. As to particular perſons. John the Baptiſt in his 
firſt Sermon exhorred his Auditors to bring forth fruits 
meet for Repentatice. And except ye repent ye ſhall like- 
wiſe periſh, was the Doctrin Chriſt preached to his Diſ- 
ciples. Now the longer men delay their Repentance, the 
more they are hardened in their corruptions, and confir- 
med in their fins, and conſequently more indiſpos'd every 
day for that great and neceſſary work. The longer men 
live in fin, the more ſtrongly they are inclin'd to continue 
in it. Sin being once rooted in the Soul, the labour will 
be great in plucking it out. The young man in his 


Youth and ſtrength is apt to ſay that it is not yet time to 


buſie himſelf about Reformation and amendment of Life 
and that it will be ſoon enough to repent of his fins when 
he comes to be Old, and then, and not before, hell be- 
come penitent and ſerious. But how know'ſt thou, O 
young man, that thou ſhalt live till old Age? Death is 
a tribute we all owe to Nature, and Experience teacheth 


us, that the young man is as ſuddenly taken away as the 
grey head. The ſtrongeſt man can call no time his own 
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but the preſent. He cannot prolong his days as he plea- 
ſeth. All his futurity is in the hands of God, and how he 
will diſpoſe of him, whether for life or death, he cannot 
tell. And yet, alas! how ſecurely do ſuch men hve ? 
How eagerly dothey run through all the ſtages of their 
youth in a rebellious obſtinate courſe, and commit fin as 
if they were not fleſh and blood, ſubject to a dy- 
ing ſtroak. Certainly nothing hath made more ample 
Harveſt for the Devil than the deferring of Repentance 
upon ſuch a vain conſideration as this. For how often 
have many men lain down in their ſtrength at night, and 
that night has clos'd their Eyes, and ſent their Souls into 
another World, to anſwer for what they have done in 
he nn ; 
But ſuppoſe God, out of his unconceivable Mercy, 
doth not cut off a ſinner in the ſtrength of his Years ; 
ſuppoſe he lets him alone to live as he liſts, to walk in 
the ways of his heart, and in the fight of his eyes, and 
therefore is reſolved to {in on till old age overtakes him, 


yet I have three Arguments to lay down before him, 
which, if rightly conſidered, wou'd make him thiak, and 


bring him to a right e of himſelf. 
Firſt; Repentance requires the ſtrength and vigour of 
our minds, and therefore tis a ſad deſign to lay all the ſins 


of our youth upon ſeeble old age. Our bodies are then 


decay'd, our limbs feeble, our underſtandings ſhatter'd, 
all the parts diſtemper'd, and our infirmities ſo many; 
that. we are altogether incapable of every thing but dy- 
ing. In the midſt of ſo many Diſtempers as old age brings 
along with it, twill be a difficult matter to go through 
with Repentance. For then pains are apt in an high mea- 
ſure to ſeize upon us, which will ſo diſturb our minds, and 
deprive us of the uſe of Reaſon, that we cannot pray to 
God with that fervency, or ſpread our fins before him 
with that hearty ſorrow that is requiſite to procure an 
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abſolute Pardon. Old Age is an unfit time to have the 


great work of Repentance to do; and therefore my ſe- 
cond Argument, to ſhew the Danger and Unreaſonable- 
neſs of putting it off till that time, is this. Mich 

Secondly, The little hopes they can have that God 
ſhou'd be pleasd with thoſe men who never drew nigh 
to him by Repentance, till they themſelves were draw- 
ing near to the grave. Mankind muſt needs think the 
Almighty a tame Being, an eaſie God, if they perſwade 
themſelves that every fin is as ſoon expiated as confeſs d. 
Let men have a care how they fatter themſelves with 
ſuch vain hopes as theſe. God that ſearcheth-the heart, 
who knows all things, and underſtands the greatneſs of 
our crimes, expects that our ſorrow for their commiſſion 
ſhou'd be greater than the delight and pleafure we took 
in them. If a bare Acknowledgment and Confeſſion of 


fin were enough to put it away, Jadas might have as 


good'a plea for himſelf as any St. in Heaven, and might 
juſtly be plac'd in the Catalogue of Penitents. Tis very 
unreaſonable to believe that God ſhou'd be pleas'd with 
that mans Repentance, who never forſakes his fins, till 


he had no more time left him to fin in. There can bs 


little of godly ſorrow in ſuch a Repentance, and as little 
hopes that it will be acceptable to God. Iknow there are 
two paſſages in Holy Scripture much read and remem- 
bred, and to which ſome men fly, as a refuge for a Death 
Bed Repentance. The firſt is that of the Labourers that 
came into the Vineyard at the Eleventh bour, aud yet re- 
ceiv'd Equal Wages with thoſe that had born the heat and 
burden of the day. But alas! this Example is miſvs'd and 
miſunderſtood, for theſe Labourers came in aſſoon as they 
were call'd; and the reaſon why they ſtoodſo long idle 

was, becauſe no man had hired them, Had work been of- 

tered them ſooner, they wou'd not have reſuſs d it. Thay 
came in aſſoon as the Lord of the Vineyard commanded 
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them, and therefore were not faulty. Beſides, that Para- 
ble of our Saviour's, relating to the Labourers, is rather 
a repreſentation of a Heathen man, that never heard of 


Chriſt till a little before his Death, whoſe late Converſion 


ſhall not render him unworthy of a full Reward, But 
this is a quite different caſe from Chriſtians,” who made a 
Covenant with Chriſt in Baptiſm, and enter'd into vows 
and promiſes to ſerve him, to keep hu holy will and Com- 
mandments, and walk in the ſame all the days of t bei- 
life. Who, notwithſtanding that Covenant, negle& to 
perſorm it all their life long, and do then only repent 
when they have no time left to repent in. He that came 
in at the Eleventh hour wrought one hour, but he who 
comes not in till the twelfth, the time of working then is 
paſt, and no reward in juſtice is to be expected where no 
ſer vice is done. 


The other inſtance which ſome men lay hold of to 


ſhew the validity of a Death - bed Repentance, is that of 


the good Thief, who was ſav'd even at the laſt hour, and 


was in Paradice the ſame Day with Chriſt. This is 


brought as a binding Argument by ſuch who put off their 
Repentance till the laſt hour, The Caſe is plainly thus: 
Chriſt was then at the point ob Death, and therefore to 
manifeſt his power and glory, and to convince the World 
of his Godhead,when even the Apoſtles themſelves either 


' doubted, or did not believe it, did upon the Thiefs con- 


feſſing it, and ſaying, Lord remember me when thou comeſt 
into thy Kingdom, make this Anſwer, Verily I ſay unto 
thee, to day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradice. This was 
a particular Act of Chriſt, and the whole of it miraculous, 
and ought not to be made a general rule; nor do we find 
in all the Bible the like promiſe made to any man. Be- 
cauſe Chriſt received the Thief into favour at the laſt 
hour, upon ſuch a wonderſul Repentance and Faith as his 
was, therefore we may hope for the ſame, is a Dangerous 
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Concluſion, and whoever doth it endangers the loſs of his 
Soul. It is not a bare ſorrow for {in that brings us to 
Heaven, but a walking in newneſs of life, which inclines 
God to paſs by our former miſdoings. The Thief upon 
the Croſs had this purpoſe, which ſurely he would have 
put in Execution, if Death had nor prevented him. Tho 
he was accepted becauſe he ador'd Chriſt when he ſaw him 
dying, there is no reaſon for other men to preſume for 
the like favour At the laſt hour, who have deſpisꝰd him 


now he is reigning in Heaven. If men will preſume to 


live profanely, becauſe they think tis poſſible they may 
dye as happily as that Thief did, then he may murder 
more ſouls by his Repentance, than ever he did bodies in 
all the Robberies that ever he committed. Seeing then 
there is great hazard and danger in late Repentance, it 
is our wiſeſt way to make it an early buſineſs, and ſo to 
live, that when we come to die, our Souls may be re- 
ceiv'd into Heaven, that where Chriſt is, there they 
may be alſo. 8 

Tbirdly, The danger and unreaſonableneſs of impe- 
nitency will appear in this. Some there are, when ſickneſs 
and pain ſeize them, then they reſolve againſt their ſins, 
and purpoſe to be holy and good men, if God will be fo 
merciful as to reſtore them to their former health, and ſer 
them upon their Legs again. Purpoſe and Reſolution are 
indeed very neceſſary towards Repentance, but are moſt 
lame and imperfect, and ſignify nothing without perfor- 
mance and conſummation. He that reſolves againſt his 
fins when he is ſick, and after God has reſtor d him to 
health, fins as much as before, 1s a vain man, bur no true 
penitent. To reſolve to repent, and not to repent, is to 
break our reſolution and faith, to mock God, and to play 
at faſt and looſe with the Almighty. To ſeea man in his 
ſickneſs ſmiting on his breaſt, and complaining of the 
wickedneſs of his heart, and ſeeming fo ſorry for it, that 
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one who' ſees or hears him wou'd think bis: heart is broke 
within him, and yer aſſoon as he is well again to take no 
care to lead the reſidue of his life either in the fear or to 


the glory of God. Such a mock Devotion, ſuch a pang of 


Piety will be ſo ſar from appeaſing t the Almighty, or diſ- 
poling the man for Pardon, that it even juſtifies the ſen- 
rence of Condemnation out of his own Mouth. The pro- 
miſes we make to God of Amendment of life are due debt. 
The promiſe one man makes to another may be made 
good either one time or other, either in his life time by 
himſelf, or after his Death by one that he ſhall appoint : 

But if we make a promiſe to God of Amendment and 
Reformation, we ought to it our ſelves. This is a concern 
that cannot be left to the care of an Executor to perform 
for ns when we are dead and gone. He who ſays I do re- 
pent, but turns to his fins again, repents of his Repen- 
rance, and makes his latter end worſe than his beginning. 

For a man to betruly Penitent he muſt lament his ſins, in 


lamenting he muſt puniſh them, in puniſhing he muſt 


hate them; and that this ſeverity may not be counterfeit, 


it muſt laſt as long as he lives. A forſaking our fins with | 


a perſeverance in all that is good muſt be the certain proof 
of the truth of our Repentance. From the danger there 
is in impenitency as to particular Perſons, let us paſs to 
that of a publick Nation. 

Jeruſalem wou'd not know her day, Chriſt gave the 


Fewiſſ Nation many years time for Repentance, yet ſuch 


a ſtrange and incorrigible a People they were, that nei- 
ther mercies nor judgments cou'd work upon them, to a- 
mend and alter their courſe of living. The very Pro- 
phets that call'd upon them to repent, they kilPd and 
ſton' d. Nay, ſo obſtinate a people they were that tho 
God ſent his Son to preach Repentance to them, and 
warn'd them from continuing in their wickedneſs, yet 
they ſtill added iniquity to iniquity, and at laſt put to 
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death the Lord of Life. Not long after God Jeſtroy'd 
them for their fins, and laid the Axe of his Judgments at 
the root of their Tree, and hew'd them down from ever 
being a Nation more. Thus the Jex:ſþ Nation fell by 
impenitency, and 'tis too much to be feared that ours 
is much in the ſame poſture now as theirs was, when God 


came upon them with a total deſtruction. 


The Jews were a divided People, and had ſeveral. Factions 
both in Church and State, Profanensſs on the one hand, and 
Hypocrifie on the other, did act and command in a furious man- 


ner among them. In this ſtare was the Jewiſh Nation, when 


God ſent down his Judgments upon them. And now let us caſt 


an Eye home. Are not we as divided a people as the Jews were? 


Are not we as factious as they? And do not Vice, Prophaneneſs and 
Hypocrifie, reign as much among us as they did among the Jews? 
Your Preachers have cry'd aloud, and rold you the danger of living 
in your fins, but you have not hearkned unto them. God ſent the 
Peſtilence, but we repented not. He kindled a fire, which burnt our 
great City, and turn d it into Aſhes, but we fear'd not his Judg- 
ments, We have been embroyl'd in ſeveral Wars, but none of them 
have better d, chang d. or reform d us. And therefore what can any 
man imagine ſhou'd follow ſuch deſpiſed ſigns as God has fent to 


warn us from our fins bur Wrath and Indignation trom Heaven? . 


Without a miraculous mercy, what can we look for, but that God 
ſhou'd utterly deſtroy us, throw us away in his anger, and trouble 
himſelf no more with us. And therefore ro prevent the Judgments 
of God, which may juftly fall upon us for our fins, whether in ow 
ticular perſons, or in a publick Nation, I come 

Fifthly, To ſhew the great advantage, profir, and beneft chat 
redound to both by. Reformarion and Amendment. 

Repentance, of all things in the world, makes the greateſt changes 
It changeth profligate and vicious Perſons tobe ſober and virtuous. 


It changeth the licentious into ſtrĩct and regular livers, It changeth 


the whole man from fin to grace, and from wicked habits to p. ous 
and godly cuſtemes. Nay, ſo great is the Effiacy of Repentance, 
and ſo much doth it redound to the profit and advantage of every 
penitent, that God himſelf is pleas'd, by deſcending to our weak 
underſtandings, to ſay rhat he changeth alſo upon mans Repentance. 


This moves him to alter his Decrees, to revoke his Sentence, to 


cancel his bills of Accuſation,and.to put a ſtop to Divine Vengeance. 
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A particular perſon by Repentance may removea paricular Judgment 


from himſelf. Ahab's humbling himſelf turned away the anger ot 
God, and made the Divine Vengeance walk as ſoftly as he did, 
Kings 21.27. This is the only thing that is wanting both in private 
and publick, and wou'd ſer both at rights. Hath God a controverſie 


' with a Nation, Repentance will tie up his hands from ſtriking ? 
At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning # Nation and concerning 8 


Kingdom, to pluck up and pull down, and to deſtroy it. If that Na- 


tion againſt whom I have Pronounc d turn from their Evil, I will 


repent of the Evil that I thought to do unto them. So likewiſe God 
dealt with Nini veh, for though he had reſolved to deſtroy that 
great City, yet they repenting in Sackcloath and Aſpes, ſtopt the 


proceedings of Gods Juſtice againſt them, and by their amendment 


prevented that puniſhment he deſign d to have brought upon them, 
And tis the Prophet Hoſea's E hortation to the people whom God 
had viſited with ſeveral judgments, Come, and let us return unts 
the Lord, for he hath ſpoiled us, and he will heal us, he hath wound- 
er us, and he will bind us up again, What's to be done then to pro- 
long Gods Mercy, and keep off his Judgments? Even this, that all 
of us from the higheſt to the loweſt wou'd amend our lives and be- 
come new men. For then, and not till then, muſt we expect Gods 
bleſſing upon us. Tis a common complaint the times are bad, and 
tis a great wonder they are not worſe, for unleſs men mend, the 
times will not. Tis bad men which make bad times. The times art 
juſt as men are, for they grow good or bad as men do. What an Age 
ot Virtueſhowd we ſee, if men of dignity and honour, birth and 
fortune, wou'd be as good as they are great. Men ot lower rank 
wou'd be afham'd and afraid to ſin, if men of high litles and long 


Pedigree wou'd give good Examples, and offer themſelves to the 


World for Patterns of life and Converſation. He that is in Honour, 
and underſtands not, is like the beaſts that periſh, Pſal.4g 20. The 
Temple of Henour and the Temple ef Virtue were ſo plac'd at 


Nome, that no man cou'd enter the Temple of Honour, unleſs he 


paſ;'d through the Temple of Virtue; which was a fignification to 
the Romans that the way to Honour was only by Virtue, Bur alaſs 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, have finn'd againſt God, and he has 
Reaſon, enough to be angry with all Orders and Degrees of men. 
Thoſe fearful O iths, thoſe grievous Blaſphemies, and other Debau- 
cheries with which our Nation is defil'd, I now tell you with an 
Afflicted Soul, that theſe fins cry aloud co Heaven for Vengence. 


"| When men begin to reſemble Sodom in her fins, what 
muſt we look for but Sodow's puniſhment. God rain'd 
down fire and brimſtone from Heaven upon Sodom and 
Gomerha. An Unnatural Judgment tor fire to deſcend 
townward, but we read before of their Unnatural Sin, 
they burn'd mwardly with the fire of an Unnatural 
Luſt, If the ſame fins be committed now which 
cur'd thoſe diſmal Judgments, we are then liable to the 
ſame, and if Repentance ſtep not in, may expect the 
he like Puniſhment. Uacleanneſs was one of the fins of 
Sodom, and I wou'd to God I cou'd ſay it was not one 
of the ſins of England too. We are too like Sodom in 
her fins, I pray God keep us from Sodom Pnniſhmemt. 
For the Sin of Uncleanneſs three and twenty thouſand 
1. of Ihael were cut off in one day, 1 Cor. 10 8. For this 
in David was plagu'd with the violation of his Wives, 


1 the murder of bis Children, and the Rebellion of his 
Subjects. This fin has pull'd down many flouriſhing 
Kingdoms, deftroy'd the Bodies, diſgracd the Names, 
v. and overthrown the Eſtates of many men. I wou d to 
God l couꝰd perſwade that fort of offenders throughly 
nk to judge themſelves here, that they may prevent the 
ns dreadful Judgment of God hereafter. God will judge 
w all men. All ſinners as well as they muft come to gudg- = 
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ment, but the Sin of . Uncleanneſs,. as St. Paul, Heb. 13. 
4. ſeems to intimate, he will more particular judge, 
and, be a ſure avenger of all. ſuch wickedneſs. -Tf any 
man defile the Temple of God him ſhall God deſtroy, 1 
Cor. 3, 17. We are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
co Violate which, is to caſt the Holy Ghoſt out of them, 
and to make our Bodies which are Chriſt's Members, 
the Members of an Harlot. 1 Cor. 6. Heaven is a 
place of Purity, herein no impure thing can enter, 
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1 "ad bes they who oh out of this World with the 
Sin of Uuclearmeſs about them unrepented of, will be fit 
Company only for Satan and his Angels, where their 
flames of Luſt ſhall meet with flames of Fire. el 

To Conclude. Repent, and the whole Court of 

| Heaven will. be glad and rejoyce at your. Converſion, 

God. the Father with Arms of Mercy will meet the re- 
turning Prodigal and receive him with kiſſes. | God the 
Son that dy? 4 for him, will at his death welcome him 
into Everlaſting Habitations, God the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall preſent him wiping off his Tears. The Holy, 
Bleſſed, and Glorious Trinity, in the preſence « of Saints 

and Angels with loud acclamations, will receive him, 

and bid him welcome, with a Well done thou good and 

faithful Servant. 

| Almighty everlaſting God, who hateſt nothing that 

thou haſt made, and doſt forgi ve the ſins of all 5 that 

are penitent, create and make in us new and contrite 
hearts, that we worthily lamenting our ſins, and at- 
2 knowledging our wretchedneſs, may obtain of the God 
R of all Mercy, perfect remiſſion and forgiveneſs through 
Teſas Chriſt * Lord, to whom with the F «ber and 
the Holy Ghboft, be all Honour and Glory. Amen. 
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